Westphalia Township
Regular Meeting February 6, 2023
FINAL MINUTES
13950 Pratt Road, Westphalia MI, 48894

Supervisor Thelen called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag at 6:00 p.m.  Board members present were Supervisor Thelen, Trustee Thelen, Treasurer Buckley, and Clerk Platte.    

GUESTS:   Pete Preston	
	    Dave Pohl
	    Patricia Foreman

A motion was made by Buckley supported by Barker to accept the minutes from January 7, 2023.  Motion carried.

T. Thelen made a motion to approve the February meeting agenda with the addition of the resolution presented by the assessors is, supported Buckley.  Motion carried.  

Treasurer Buckley presented the financial statements via email to all board members.  A motion was made by Treasurer Buckley to approve the financial statements as well as bills presented for the General and FD funds, seconded by T. Thelen.   Motion carried.  Treasurer Buckley also mentioned a land foreclosure she received from the county in Westphalia Township.

Pete Preston asked the township for the approval of two resolution.  A motion from Buckley was made to adopt Resolution 23-9, Resolution of the Westphalia Township Board of Trustees.  Resolution was seconded by Barker.  Resolution was voted 5 in favor, 0 opposed.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Buckley to adopt Resolution 23-10, Resolution To Adopt Poverty Exemptions Eligibility Requirements, Income Standards/Asset Test and Application for 2023.   Resolution was seconded by Barker.  Resolution was voted 5 in favor, 0 opposed.  Motion carried.  

Pete announced the Board of Review Notice being Wednesday, March 15, 2023 3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and Thursday, March 16, 2023 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Dave Pohl, County – See attached notes.  

Supervisor Thelen discussed that the county had received a petition to rezone property parcel ID#160-005-100-005-50.  The township had no problem with the rezoning.  Clerk Platte to send a letter of the township’s approval to Jessica at the county.

Supervisor Thelen had received three bids for the township hall cleaning position.  Supervisor Thelen made a motion to accept the bid from Lynne Wieber at $30.00 per hour plus the cost of cleaning supplies for a yearly renewal.  Buckley Supported.  Motion carried.  Clerk Platte abstained from voting due to conflict of interest.  

The cameras for the township hall were discussed again with a quote from Meta-Data Services of Michigan, LLC.  The quote was $2500.00.  Trustee Thelen suggested we get another bid for this project.  Supervisor Thelen to contact Westphalia Electric.  This was tabled until the March meeting.

Trustee Thelen said that he spoke with the Chief of the Fire Department in DeWitt about raising the base rate to $8000.00 and raising the cost of each fire run from $1250.00 to $1500.00.  He said the EMS run cost of $500.00 looks sufficient to stay where it is.  If DeWitt agrees with this, a new contract will be drawn up by DeWitt Emergency Services for contract dates to be July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024.  Clerk 
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Platte to relay this to the clerk in DeWitt Township.  The Westphalia Township also signed into play the January 1, 2023 to June 30, 2023 contract for Dewitt Area Emergency Services. 

Clerk Platte mentioned that there will be a special election for the PW Bond proposals on May 2, 2023 and that she will be consolidating with Bengal, Dallas, Eagle, and Riley townships as those townships have limited persons voting for their PW voters.    Clerk Platte is also working on getting a calendar up onto the website for persons to look at dates of availability for the hall rentals and other events taking place here.  She is working with the website providers the township has a contract with.  Our assessor contract is through April 30, 2024.  Riley still owes the township $500.00 from invoice sent to them in January.  This will be made a motion at their township meeting to be paid.  

Next scheduled meeting has been moved to Monday, March 6, 2023 @ 6:00 p.m.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Buckley, supported by Supervisor Thelen at 6:58 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted

Heather Platte, Clerk	  				Troy Thelen, Supervisor
